
1

00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:03,680

This program is about unsolved mysteries.

2

00:00:03,680 --> 00:00:06,280

Whenever possible, the actual family members and police

3

00:00:06,280 --> 00:00:09,280

officials have participated in recreating the events.

4

00:00:09,280 --> 00:00:12,080

What you are about to see is not a news broadcast.

5

00:00:16,280 --> 00:00:19,620

Tonight on Unsolved Mysteries, in 1962,

6

00:00:19,620 --> 00:00:21,520

Sonny Liston defeated Floyd Patterson

7

00:00:21,520 --> 00:00:24,560



to become the heavyweight boxing champion of the world.

8

00:00:24,560 --> 00:00:26,560

Nine years later, he was dead.

9

00:00:27,120 --> 00:00:29,960

From what police claim was an overdose of drugs,

10

00:00:29,960 --> 00:00:33,800

Sonny's family and friends believe he was murdered.

11

00:00:33,800 --> 00:00:36,200

In Texas, 21-year-old Elizabeth Campbell

12

00:00:36,200 --> 00:00:38,000

stalked off into the night after an argument

13

00:00:38,000 --> 00:00:39,400

with her boyfriend.



14

00:00:39,400 --> 00:00:41,600

She vanished, and some believe she's

15

00:00:41,600 --> 00:00:45,240

being held hostage by a mysterious abductor.

16

00:00:45,240 --> 00:00:47,280

Sharon Stevens' childhood was a succession

17

00:00:47,280 --> 00:00:49,480

of unhappy foster homes.

18

00:00:49,480 --> 00:00:52,280

Then she met a couple who literally changed her life,

19

00:00:52,280 --> 00:00:54,280

teaching her the true meaning of life.

20

00:00:55,040 --> 00:00:59,440



Today, Sharon wants to find this couple and say thank you.

21

00:00:59,440 --> 00:01:02,120

Also tonight, the story of how unsolved mysteries

22

00:01:02,120 --> 00:01:04,080

helped to bring a family together.

23

00:01:04,080 --> 00:01:06,480

Last month, we profiled six Oklahoma children

24

00:01:06,480 --> 00:01:09,520

who were tragically separated back in 1960.

25

00:01:09,520 --> 00:01:11,800

Thanks to our broadcast, they all met for the first time

26

00:01:11,800 --> 00:01:13,960

in more than 29 years.



27

00:01:13,960 --> 00:01:17,360

Join me tonight for their touching and heartwarming reunion.

28

00:01:47,360 --> 00:02:02,360

MUSIC

29

00:02:02,360 --> 00:02:10,360

MUSIC

30

00:02:10,360 --> 00:02:12,360

Patterson is a proud champion.

31

00:02:12,360 --> 00:02:14,360

Liston, you will note, has a good left hand.

32

00:02:14,360 --> 00:02:18,360

September 25, 1962, the title bout for the heavyweight boxing

33

00:02:18,360 --> 00:02:20,360



championship of the world.

34

00:02:20,360 --> 00:02:22,360

The current title holder, Floyd Patterson,

35

00:02:22,360 --> 00:02:26,360

battles a 30-year-old former convict named Charles Sonny Liston.

36

00:02:26,360 --> 00:02:28,360

Liston with a left, a shot right to the body,

37

00:02:28,360 --> 00:02:30,360

a left hook, and Patterson is down.

38

00:02:32,360 --> 00:02:35,360

In two minutes and six seconds, Patterson is knocked out.

39

00:02:35,360 --> 00:02:38,360

Sonny Liston is the new world champion.



40

00:02:38,360 --> 00:02:41,360

Sonny Liston knocks out Floyd Patterson in one round

41

00:02:41,360 --> 00:02:43,360

to become the 21st heavyweight champion in the world.

42

00:02:43,360 --> 00:02:52,360

MUSIC

43

00:02:52,360 --> 00:02:57,360

Nine years later, Las Vegas, Nevada, January the 5th, 1971,

44

00:02:57,360 --> 00:02:59,360

Liston's wife, Gerald,

45

00:02:59,360 --> 00:03:02,360

arrived back at their home from a trip out of town.

46

00:03:02,360 --> 00:03:05,360



She was worried that she had not been able to talk to her husband

47

00:03:05,360 --> 00:03:07,360

for several days.

48

00:03:07,360 --> 00:03:16,360

MUSIC

49

00:03:16,360 --> 00:03:18,360

As she walked toward their bedroom,

50

00:03:18,360 --> 00:03:20,360

she saw Sonny lying on the bed.

51

00:03:20,360 --> 00:03:24,360

Sonny Liston was dead from what officials claim

52

00:03:24,360 --> 00:03:27,360

was an accidental drug overdose.



53

00:03:27,360 --> 00:03:31,360

But his family and friends believe the official verdict may be wrong.

54

00:03:31,360 --> 00:03:34,360

I knew he never used drugs.

55

00:03:34,360 --> 00:03:36,360

He used to drink every night,

56

00:03:36,360 --> 00:03:38,360

but Sonny never used no drug.

57

00:03:38,360 --> 00:03:40,360

If he did, I didn't know anything about the drugs.

58

00:03:40,360 --> 00:03:43,360

Now, I'm sure I know a dopehead when I see one,

59

00:03:43,360 --> 00:03:45,360



and Sonny never used drugs.

60

00:03:46,360 --> 00:03:51,360

I'm sure in Mr. Liston's life he had enemies.

61

00:03:51,360 --> 00:03:54,360

And I somehow believe one of them killed him,

62

00:03:54,360 --> 00:03:56,360

or several of them killed him.

63

00:03:56,360 --> 00:03:59,360

And I don't think one man could have done it.

64

00:03:59,360 --> 00:04:02,360

I'm sure it took several.

65

00:04:04,360 --> 00:04:07,360

The rise and fall of Sonny Liston reflects the brutal



66

00:04:07,360 --> 00:04:11,360

and occasionally corrupt boxing world that he dominated in the early 1960s.

67

00:04:11,360 --> 00:04:15,360

And the circumstances of his death have never been satisfactorily explained.

68

00:04:15,360 --> 00:04:19,360

In fact, there's compelling evidence that Sonny Liston was murdered,

69

00:04:19,360 --> 00:04:22,360

a victor who became a victim.

70

00:04:22,360 --> 00:04:26,360

His story began with a lonely bus ride in 1944.

71

00:04:26,360 --> 00:04:30,360

MUSIC

72

00:04:30,360 --> 00:04:33,360



One of 25 children of a sharecropper in Arkansas,

73

00:04:33,360 --> 00:04:37,360

Sonny Liston endured frequent beatings as a child.

74

00:04:37,360 --> 00:04:41,360

At the age of 12, after selling a bag of pecans for bus fare,

75

00:04:41,360 --> 00:04:44,360

Sonny left for St. Louis in a better future.

76

00:04:46,360 --> 00:04:49,360

But once he arrived, Liston's life would take a violent turn,

77

00:04:49,360 --> 00:04:53,360

a path that would eventually lead to prison.

78

00:04:54,360 --> 00:04:57,360

Most of his prison records were of strong armmen,



79

00:04:57,360 --> 00:05:00,360

a wife who would turn into streets and strong armed people to get money

80

00:05:00,360 --> 00:05:02,360

to make a living. After all, he'd come from a family,

81

00:05:02,360 --> 00:05:04,360

so somebody had to support him.

82

00:05:04,360 --> 00:05:08,360

So he'd done what he had to do to make a living.

83

00:05:08,360 --> 00:05:12,360

In 1950, Liston received two concurrent five-year terms

84

00:05:12,360 --> 00:05:15,360

for the armed robbery of a gas station.

85

00:05:16,360 --> 00:05:20,360



While in prison, Liston channeled his considerable strength into boxing.

86

00:05:20,360 --> 00:05:23,360

After 29 months, he was paroled.

87

00:05:23,360 --> 00:05:27,360

In 1953, Sonny went professional,

88

00:05:27,360 --> 00:05:32,360

winning 32 of his first 33 bouts, 22 by knockouts.

89

00:05:32,360 --> 00:05:36,360

Sonny was the type of fighter when he got in the ring.

90

00:05:36,360 --> 00:05:38,360

He was mean, he come to fight,

91

00:05:38,360 --> 00:05:42,360

and he had only one thing in mind when he went out, and I was to win.



92

00:05:43,360 --> 00:05:47,360

By 1962, Sonny was ready to make a successful bid

93

00:05:47,360 --> 00:05:50,360

for Floyd Patterson's heavyweight title.

94

00:05:51,360 --> 00:05:54,360

He was one of the toughest, most durable fighters of all time.

95

00:05:54,360 --> 00:05:57,360

You couldn't knock him off his feet. It was awesome.

96

00:05:59,360 --> 00:06:03,360

After his victory over Patterson, Sonny was champion for 17 months,

97

00:06:03,360 --> 00:06:06,360

until he met a young man named Cassius Clay,

98

00:06:06,360 --> 00:06:09,360



who one day become Muhammad Ali.

99

00:06:13,360 --> 00:06:16,360

Ali's superior agility simply overwhelmed the champion.

100

00:06:17,360 --> 00:06:20,360

After six rounds, Liston gave up.

101

00:06:20,360 --> 00:06:22,360

The first time has not come off around seven.

102

00:06:22,360 --> 00:06:24,360

Muhammad Ali had won the title.

103

00:06:30,360 --> 00:06:34,360

During Ali's reign as champion, Liston stayed in Las Vegas.

104

00:06:34,360 --> 00:06:37,360

Rumors circulated that Liston was drinking heavily.



105

00:06:37,360 --> 00:06:41,360

During this time, he befriended a boxing referee named Davy Perl.

106

00:06:43,360 --> 00:06:46,360

Sonny was a very hard man to get to know.

107

00:06:46,360 --> 00:06:50,360

He was quiet, and he was a loner.

108

00:06:52,360 --> 00:06:57,360

He was very rarely with anybody, because he didn't trust very many people,

109

00:06:57,360 --> 00:06:59,360

and I didn't blame him.

110

00:06:59,360 --> 00:07:02,360

Sonny was really on the downside with his career,

111

00:07:03,360 --> 00:07:06,360



and people beat him out of millions of dollars.

112

00:07:06,360 --> 00:07:09,360

You know, phony managers, and they had this going,

113

00:07:09,360 --> 00:07:13,360

invest your money with this, and that happens to fighters that strike it rich.

114

00:07:14,360 --> 00:07:17,360

And he was such a nice guy.

115

00:07:18,360 --> 00:07:23,360

And it was a shame that most people didn't realize how nice a guy he really was.

116

00:07:26,360 --> 00:07:31,360

In 1967, Ali was stripped of his title after he refused to be drafted.

117

00:07:31,360 --> 00:07:34,360

Liston decided to resume training for his boxing career.



118

00:07:35,360 --> 00:07:39,360

Once back in the ring, Sonny won 14 consecutive bouts.

119

00:07:40,360 --> 00:07:42,360

Davy Perl became his unofficial manager,

120

00:07:42,360 --> 00:07:47,360

and signed Liston to fight an up-and-coming young heavyweight from New Jersey, Chuck Wepner.

121

00:07:48,360 --> 00:07:51,360

The two men both had eyes on Ali's vacant heavyweight title.

122

00:07:52,360 --> 00:07:56,360

Day after day, Liston prepared to meet, and beat, Wepner.

123

00:07:57,360 --> 00:08:00,360

I wanted Sonny to win that fight, and Sonny wanted to win the fight,

124

00:08:00,360 --> 00:08:04,360



because had he won the fight, he would have gotten a big money fight.

125

00:08:04,360 --> 00:08:09,360

There were rumors that some gamblers were betting heavily on Liston to lose.

126

00:08:11,360 --> 00:08:14,360

Johnny Tocco believes that two days before the fight,

127

00:08:14,360 --> 00:08:17,360

Liston had a meeting at two of these gamblers.

128

00:08:19,360 --> 00:08:22,360

He's going to hand store and seeing these two black gentlemen,

129

00:08:22,360 --> 00:08:24,360

and he said, go over and sit down a while in the lobby.

130

00:08:24,360 --> 00:08:26,360

He said, I'll be over in a little bit.



131

00:08:26,360 --> 00:08:27,360

You sure you're going to be all right?

132

00:08:27,360 --> 00:08:29,360

Don't worry about it. It's all right.

133

00:08:31,360 --> 00:08:33,360

So how you doing, man?

134

00:08:33,360 --> 00:08:36,360

I believe the Sonny was approached to drop the fight.

135

00:08:37,360 --> 00:08:40,360

He had to be approached, because the talk that was around

136

00:08:40,360 --> 00:08:44,360

seemed to me like they wanted a Chuck Wepner win.

137

00:08:44,360 --> 00:08:46,360



And the only way they could do that,

138

00:08:46,360 --> 00:08:48,360

Sonny would have to be involved.

139

00:08:49,360 --> 00:08:51,360

Welcome to the U.S. Armory.

140

00:08:52,360 --> 00:08:53,360

This is the main...

141

00:08:53,360 --> 00:08:56,360

June 29, 1970, Jersey City, New Jersey.

142

00:08:57,360 --> 00:09:01,360

Sonny Liston was ready to take his first step on the road back to the top.

143

00:09:01,360 --> 00:09:04,360

Only local favorite Chuck Wepner walked his way.



144

00:09:08,360 --> 00:09:12,360

Hey, Sonny, everything's okay. Go to work on the guy.

145

00:09:13,360 --> 00:09:16,360

Well, the fifth to sixth round, Sonny told me,

146

00:09:16,360 --> 00:09:18,360

and it's the first time in my life,

147

00:09:18,360 --> 00:09:21,360

that I ever thought I would hear this from him.

148

00:09:21,360 --> 00:09:23,360

He says, I'm afraid to hit this guy anymore.

149

00:09:24,360 --> 00:09:27,360

He had hit him so many times in the face.

150

00:09:32,360 --> 00:09:35,360



By the ninth round, Liston had beaten Wepner so severely,

151

00:09:35,360 --> 00:09:37,360

that the fight was finally stopped.

152

00:09:38,360 --> 00:09:41,360

Wepner needed 54 stitches in his face alone.

153

00:09:42,360 --> 00:09:45,360

Sonny Liston had taken that first important step

154

00:09:45,360 --> 00:09:47,360

towards regaining his former title,

155

00:09:47,360 --> 00:09:50,360

but that step may have endangered his life.

156

00:09:54,360 --> 00:09:59,360

January 5, 1971, just six months after the Wepner fight,



157

00:09:59,360 --> 00:10:02,360

Liston's body was discovered by his wife.

158

00:10:02,360 --> 00:10:04,360

Police were summoned to the scene.

159

00:10:05,360 --> 00:10:08,360

In Liston's kitchen, in plain view,

160

00:10:08,360 --> 00:10:11,360

investigators found three small bags of heroin

161

00:10:11,360 --> 00:10:13,360

on top of the kitchen counter.

162

00:10:13,360 --> 00:10:17,360

A small amount of marijuana was also discovered in Sonny's pocket,

163

00:10:17,360 --> 00:10:20,360



and a syringe was found near his body.

164

00:10:20,360 --> 00:10:22,360

Take him on down to the morgue.

165

00:10:22,360 --> 00:10:24,360

My opinion, there's two things.

166

00:10:24,360 --> 00:10:28,360

It's either natural or self-induced drug overdose.

167

00:10:28,360 --> 00:10:31,360

And the only reason I dwell on the drug is simply

168

00:10:31,360 --> 00:10:33,360

because there was this found in the kitchen.

169

00:10:35,360 --> 00:10:38,360

An autopsy discovered needle marks on Liston's right arm,



170

00:10:38,360 --> 00:10:42,360

and the official reports stated that Liston had died of a cardiac arrest

171

00:10:42,360 --> 00:10:44,360

after injecting himself with heroin.

172

00:10:44,360 --> 00:10:49,360

But surprisingly, only small traces of heroin byproducts were found in his body.

173

00:10:51,360 --> 00:10:55,360

There was some trace of morphine and codeine found in the kidney tissue,

174

00:10:55,360 --> 00:11:00,360

but the level of drugs in his own tissues did not indicate

175

00:11:00,360 --> 00:11:03,360

that it was an overdose type of drug death.

176

00:11:05,360 --> 00:11:10,360



Just one month before, Liston had been briefly hospitalized after a car accident.

177

00:11:10,360 --> 00:11:13,360

He received intravenous medicine in his right arm,

178

00:11:13,360 --> 00:11:17,360

and Davey Pearl believes that that is where the telltale needle mark came from.

179

00:11:17,360 --> 00:11:20,360

Hey, Sonny. How you doing, my man?

180

00:11:20,360 --> 00:11:21,360

Fine.

181

00:11:21,360 --> 00:11:22,360

What happened to you?

182

00:11:22,360 --> 00:11:24,360

I bumped a car.



183

00:11:24,360 --> 00:11:25,360

You bumped a car?

184

00:11:25,360 --> 00:11:27,360

Man, I hate these needles, Davey.

185

00:11:27,360 --> 00:11:29,360

He hated needles for the passion.

186

00:11:29,360 --> 00:11:34,360

A few times, you know, he'd start to get a running nose or something like that, a little cold.

187

00:11:34,360 --> 00:11:38,360

And I said, come on, Sonny, I'll take you to the doctor. He wouldn't go to the doctor.

188

00:11:38,360 --> 00:11:42,360

Mr. Liston would not go for common shots, for colds or flu,

189

00:11:42,360 --> 00:11:45,360



because he hated the needle to that extent,

190

00:11:45,360 --> 00:11:49,360

that he would make a fuss when it was necessary to go.

191

00:11:49,360 --> 00:11:52,360

I think Mr. Liston was killed.

192

00:11:52,360 --> 00:11:54,360

He was a strong, healthy man.

193

00:11:54,360 --> 00:11:58,360

He was not depressed. He was not prone to suicide, certainly.

194

00:11:58,360 --> 00:12:01,360

I think Sonny Liston was murdered.

195

00:12:01,360 --> 00:12:05,360

I think that somebody promised him some sort of a deal.



196

00:12:05,360 --> 00:12:07,360

At that time, Sonny had no income.

197

00:12:07,360 --> 00:12:11,360

A lot of fellows, you know, propositioned for different business deals.

198

00:12:11,360 --> 00:12:13,360

He was hanging around with the wrong crowd.

199

00:12:13,360 --> 00:12:16,360

And I told Sonny, I said, keep away from these people.

200

00:12:16,360 --> 00:12:22,360

But if Liston was on someone's hit list, how was this murder carried out with no signs of violence?

201

00:12:22,360 --> 00:12:26,360

Some believe that he was slipped a drug drink and then taken home.

202

00:12:26,360 --> 00:12:30,360



Once there, Liston was given the fatal shot.

203

00:12:30,360 --> 00:12:35,360

But if this theory is true, why were such minute traces of chemicals found in his body?

204

00:12:35,360 --> 00:12:39,360

Even if he had committed suicide, why would he have injected it in his body?

205

00:12:39,360 --> 00:12:41,360

I don't know.

206

00:12:41,360 --> 00:12:45,360

To this day, Liston's death remains shrouded in mystery.

207

00:12:45,360 --> 00:12:54,360

So what actually happened, you know, I often wonder, but I don't know.

208

00:12:54,360 --> 00:12:59,360

He did come from nowhere to get where he was.



209

00:12:59,360 --> 00:13:02,360

And when he was killed, he was killed.

210

00:13:02,360 --> 00:13:04,360

He was killed.

211

00:13:04,360 --> 00:13:06,360

He was killed.

212

00:13:06,360 --> 00:13:10,360

He did come from nowhere to get where he was.

213

00:13:10,360 --> 00:13:15,360

And I like the world to know that he was a good husband. He was a good man.

214

00:13:15,360 --> 00:13:18,360

That's the way I like the world to remember him.

215

00:13:21,360 --> 00:13:27,360



For the past 20 years, Sonny Liston's accomplishments have been tarnished by the circumstances of
his death.

216

00:13:27,360 --> 00:13:34,360

Was his death caused by an accidental drug overdose, or was Sonny Liston murdered because he
wouldn't lose when he was told to?

217

00:13:34,360 --> 00:13:39,360

Sonny Liston's family and friends demand an answer to these questions.

218

00:13:47,360 --> 00:13:54,360

In October, we presented the touching story of a family from Locust Grove, Oklahoma, that was torn
apart by poverty and an abusive father.

219

00:13:56,360 --> 00:14:03,360

In the spring of 1960, an Oklahoma court determined that Top Rogers and his wife Edith were unfit
parents.

220

00:14:05,360 --> 00:14:12,360

Their five sons and daughter were taken away and subsequently adopted into six different homes
where they grew up isolated from one another.

221



00:14:15,360 --> 00:14:23,360

In February of 1984, two of the Rogers' children, Celia Wangler and John Regan, were reunited after
26 years of separation.

222

00:14:24,360 --> 00:14:30,360

Within several weeks, John and Celia managed to find two more of their brothers, Vernon and Robert.

223

00:14:34,360 --> 00:14:41,360

When they told me I'd never see my brothers and sisters, again, I know better than that, because I
knew I loved them.

224

00:14:41,360 --> 00:14:46,360

They was my family and I was going to find them. That never left my mind for 26 years.

225

00:14:47,360 --> 00:14:54,360

For the last five years, Celia, John and Robert have searched for their two other missing brothers,
Joey and Billy.

226

00:14:55,360 --> 00:15:06,360

The happy ending to this story to me is when I get a phone call from my other brothers, that'd be
the truly happy ending to have found them.

227



00:15:07,360 --> 00:15:12,360

Thanks to our broadcast, John Rieger's dream of a happy ending became a reality.

228

00:15:13,360 --> 00:15:19,360

The morning after the story aired, John contacted his brothers, Joey and Billy, for the first time
in almost 30 years.

229

00:15:20,360 --> 00:15:23,360

The Rogers' children immediately made arrangements for a reunion.

230

00:15:25,360 --> 00:15:29,360

Joey was five and Billy just a year old when the family was separated.

231

00:15:37,360 --> 00:15:45,360

On the morning of October 27th, 34-year-old Joey, who's adopted name is Rusty Dunham, arrived at
his sister Celia's home in Oklahoma City.

232

00:15:47,360 --> 00:15:53,360

I've been waiting a long time, buddy. Rusty lives only 36 miles from his brother John.

233

00:15:53,360 --> 00:15:58,360



Amazingly, they have mutual friends and have even met socially on a number of occasions.

234

00:15:59,360 --> 00:16:04,360

We've brushed shoulders several times. We've been to several places.

235

00:16:05,360 --> 00:16:11,360

We were within speaking distance of each other and I've seen him out of eye and I never would have
known he was my brother.

236

00:16:14,360 --> 00:16:21,360

Later that day, the youngest of the Rogers' children, Billy, whose name is now Chuck Young, arrived
at the airport and was greeted by his brothers and sister.

237

00:16:29,360 --> 00:16:37,360

Chuck, who lives in Tennessee, watched our broadcast and was shocked when he realized that he was
one of the missing brothers.

238

00:16:39,360 --> 00:16:48,360

At the end of the show, they put the family picture together. Well, I seen me sitting there and I
just got up out of the chair and I said, that's me. That's me, you know. They're looking for me.

239

00:16:51,360 --> 00:16:56,360



The Rogers' family, this reunion marks the beginning of a new chapter in their lives.

240

00:16:58,360 --> 00:17:04,360

I think what we were all looking for was the part of our hearts that was torn out years ago.

241

00:17:05,360 --> 00:17:14,360

And now, you know, I don't hurt anymore because that part of my heart's been replaced. It's back
again and it feels good.

242

00:17:15,360 --> 00:17:23,360

This is a toast to us and I want you all to know I love all of you. I love you too. I'm glad to be
here today.

243

00:17:29,360 --> 00:17:46,360

It was Christmas morning in Torres, California. The year was 1957. Sharon Stevens, her parents and
brothers and sisters were celebrating around the tree.

244

00:17:47,360 --> 00:17:53,360

Sharon's real mother had died in an auto accident when Sharon was three months old and she had
drawn closer to her father.

245

00:17:53,360 --> 00:18:03,360



Oh, you shouldn't have. A buckle. Do you like it? I like it. I love it. This is great. I'm glad.

246

00:18:06,360 --> 00:18:11,360

I love you, Dad. This is great. It's going to look nice, isn't it?

247

00:18:12,360 --> 00:18:18,360

The buckle was silver and it was very pretty. It gives me goosebumps when I think about it.

248

00:18:18,360 --> 00:18:22,360

Now, getting beat a lot with it. Don't you lie to me, girl.

249

00:18:23,360 --> 00:18:35,360

I still think about it now and then and I get very upset when I think about it. I remember it
cutting me quite a few times because the way the size of the buckle was, it used to cut my skin.

250

00:18:36,360 --> 00:18:39,360

Dad, please. I told you not to run.

251

00:18:39,360 --> 00:18:49,360

I've been slashed in the face and the legs and the arms all over. Once he started, it seemed like
he couldn't finish. Like, he'd get outrageous.



252

00:18:50,360 --> 00:18:55,360

It just kept going. I guess until he got exhausted. It wasn't a pretty buckle anymore.

253

00:18:55,360 --> 00:19:06,360

The abuse at the hands of her father continued for a year until 1959 when she was taken to live
with new foster parents.

254

00:19:09,360 --> 00:19:15,360

In a childhood marked by beatings and loneliness, there are a few memories that Sharon cares to
recall save one.

255

00:19:16,360 --> 00:19:23,360

A couple named Bill and Cynthia Zelinski took her into their home and for a few months Sharon
discovered what it was like to live with a loving family.

256

00:19:23,360 --> 00:19:35,360

They taught her how to trust, how to communicate and how to love. Today Sharon wants to find this
couple and show them how an emotionally devastated young girl has grown up into a caring,
responsible adult.

257

00:19:36,360 --> 00:19:38,360



This is Sharon's story.

258

00:19:39,360 --> 00:19:40,360

What is your problem?

259

00:19:41,360 --> 00:19:45,360

At her foster home, Sharon was angry and rebellious. She fought regularly with her new parents.

260

00:19:46,360 --> 00:19:48,360

You're just trouble. You're nothing but problems and trouble.

261

00:19:49,360 --> 00:19:52,360

What does it matter to you? You care so much. Why don't you just have your own kids? Leave me
alone.

262

00:19:53,360 --> 00:19:56,360

Can't you cooperate? Can't you try to go with us on some of these things?

263

00:19:57,360 --> 00:19:59,360

Leave me alone, okay? I can take care of myself.



264

00:20:00,360 --> 00:20:01,360

Can't you listen? Can't you obey?

265

00:20:02,360 --> 00:20:03,360

No.

266

00:20:04,360 --> 00:20:05,360

What do we do?

267

00:20:06,360 --> 00:20:14,360

They just couldn't handle me. I had a chip on my shoulder because of everything that happened in
the past and I just felt that the world wasn't there for me.

268

00:20:15,360 --> 00:20:20,360

The world hated me and so I'm going to be hard. I was very hard and very cold.

269

00:20:23,360 --> 00:20:32,360

One afternoon, Sharon came home from school to find her social worker waiting. She had been kicked
out of her foster home. It was time to move on again.



270

00:20:35,360 --> 00:20:40,360

I was very upset because of the transition I had to make again. I was just a little girl and I knew
no one.

271

00:20:41,360 --> 00:20:51,360

I had to make new friends and go to new schools and I didn't know how the new foster parents were
going to be, if they were going to, you know, be abusive in any way that I was already used to.

272

00:20:52,360 --> 00:20:59,360

Sharon was sent to the Gardena, California home of Bill and Cynthia Zelinski. At first she treated
her new parents as adversaries.

273

00:21:00,360 --> 00:21:08,360

Sharon had grown cynical, tough and felt that she was only a pawn in a system that didn't care.

274

00:21:09,360 --> 00:21:13,360

But as time passed, she noticed that the Zelinski's were different.

275

00:21:14,360 --> 00:21:16,360

I know, but it's nine o'clock and it's bedtime.



276

00:21:17,360 --> 00:21:18,360

I don't want to go to sleep. I'm not tired.

277

00:21:18,360 --> 00:21:20,360

You've had a big day and I know it's...

278

00:21:21,360 --> 00:21:23,360

You can just go to bed. I can take care of myself.

279

00:21:24,360 --> 00:21:25,360

No, no, no. At this home...

280

00:21:26,360 --> 00:21:27,360

What's the problem?

281

00:21:28,360 --> 00:21:30,360

Well, someone here just doesn't want to go to bed. And we have roles here.

282

00:21:31,360 --> 00:21:33,360



At my other houses, they didn't care what time I went to bed.

283

00:21:34,360 --> 00:21:37,360

Oh, the other houses. Tell me about the other houses.

284

00:21:38,360 --> 00:21:39,360

They knew how to parent.

285

00:21:40,360 --> 00:21:41,360

What were they like?

286

00:21:42,360 --> 00:21:47,360

They really knew how to parent. They were childless and I don't understand how they got all the
patients they had, but they hung in there with patients with me.

287

00:21:48,360 --> 00:21:52,360

And instead of just giving up and throwing up their hands and saying, forget it, she's the last
cause,

288

00:21:53,360 --> 00:21:59,360

they knew that I was probably young enough to change and they knew that there was a good little



girl under all that skin somewhere.

289

00:22:00,360 --> 00:22:03,360

You know, I had a good heart somewhere and they're going to bring the goodness out of me.

290

00:22:04,360 --> 00:22:05,360

And they did.

291

00:22:06,360 --> 00:22:08,360

Life with the Zelinski's was like something out of a dream.

292

00:22:09,360 --> 00:22:11,360

They cared about her, believed in her.

293

00:22:12,360 --> 00:22:16,360

Every day when Sharon came home from school for lunch, Cynthia Zelinski was there.

294

00:22:16,360 --> 00:22:20,360

She would tutor Sharon with flashcards in an attempt to improve her grades.



295

00:22:21,360 --> 00:22:22,360

That's right. I got a grade.

296

00:22:23,360 --> 00:22:29,360

She forced me to do it and after a while I started liking it and I went from an F to an A student.

297

00:22:30,360 --> 00:22:31,360

And then I really liked it.

298

00:22:32,360 --> 00:22:34,360

Now the purpose of the dance bar is for balance.

299

00:22:35,360 --> 00:22:40,360

At the urging of the Zelinski, Sharon fulfilled a childhood dream and began to take ballet lessons.

300

00:22:41,360 --> 00:22:44,360

They built her a dance bar and encouraged her efforts.

301

00:22:45,360 --> 00:22:46,360



Sharon learned a lot.

302

00:22:47,360 --> 00:22:50,360

And they went all out to make me happy, especially when he put a bar.

303

00:22:51,360 --> 00:22:55,360

You know, my own bar, she even did the ballet steps with me.

304

00:22:56,360 --> 00:23:03,360

And it showed me that they really loved and cared for me enough to introduce me to this type of
thing.

305

00:23:04,360 --> 00:23:05,360

Sharon, I want you to meet somebody special.

306

00:23:06,360 --> 00:23:10,360

They bought me this dancing doll and there's a lot of love and care behind it.

307

00:23:10,360 --> 00:23:11,360

Perfect dance partner.



308

00:23:12,360 --> 00:23:15,360

If you don't have anybody to dance with or somebody you need to talk to, here she is.

309

00:23:16,360 --> 00:23:17,360

Why don't you try her out?

310

00:23:18,360 --> 00:23:19,360

She's beautiful. I love her.

311

00:23:21,360 --> 00:23:22,360

Happy birthday to you.

312

00:23:23,360 --> 00:23:26,360

Perhaps the high point of her childhood was a birthday party at a neighbor of the Zelinski's.

313

00:23:27,360 --> 00:23:29,360

Happy birthday to you.

314



00:23:30,360 --> 00:23:33,360

In honor of the occasion, Cynthia had bought her a party dress.

315

00:23:35,360 --> 00:23:39,360

And at first I was a little skeptical of going and Mrs. Zelinski went with me.

316

00:23:40,360 --> 00:23:41,360

And I thought, okay.

317

00:23:42,360 --> 00:23:44,360

And so she gave me the present.

318

00:23:45,360 --> 00:23:48,360

She wrapped it all up and I took it to the birthday party.

319

00:23:49,360 --> 00:23:51,360

And I think my present was one of the best ones there.

320

00:23:52,360 --> 00:24:00,360

And it made me feel proud that she went out of her way to make everything work out and make me



happy.

321

00:24:01,360 --> 00:24:02,360

I wish I had a present.

322

00:24:03,360 --> 00:24:05,360

I felt very special for one of the first times of my whole life.

323

00:24:06,360 --> 00:24:07,360

Welcome, glad you like it.

324

00:24:07,360 --> 00:24:10,360

So I started to change in the right respectful way.

325

00:24:11,360 --> 00:24:12,360

They taught me respect.

326

00:24:13,360 --> 00:24:18,360

They taught me how to, you know, respect other people and myself and that they brought my
self-esteem up.



327

00:24:19,360 --> 00:24:22,360

And because I had a very low self-esteem about myself.

328

00:24:23,360 --> 00:24:24,360

They really changed me.

329

00:24:25,360 --> 00:24:26,360

I never wanted to leave.

330

00:24:27,360 --> 00:24:28,360

But I had to one day.

331

00:24:31,360 --> 00:24:34,360

Just one year after she arrived, Sharon's dream came to an end.

332

00:24:34,360 --> 00:24:38,360

Her father had remarried and the court ordered that Sharon be returned to his custody.

333



00:24:40,360 --> 00:24:44,360

I remember hugging Mrs. Zelinski goodbye and I had no choice.

334

00:24:45,360 --> 00:24:47,360

And it was very, very scary.

335

00:24:49,360 --> 00:24:55,360

I felt so safe at the Zelinski's and loved at the Zelinski's and that's what I wanted and that's
what I needed.

336

00:24:56,360 --> 00:24:57,360

And that was no more.

337

00:24:57,360 --> 00:25:04,360

So I went back with my dad and my new stepmother and six of her kids and none of us got along.

338

00:25:05,360 --> 00:25:08,360

I just didn't feel safe anymore. I didn't feel loved anymore.

339

00:25:11,360 --> 00:25:13,360



I was very homesick all the time.

340

00:25:14,360 --> 00:25:19,360

A lot of times I would pick up the dancing doll and remember the good times that I was dancing at
the Zelinski's with it.

341

00:25:20,360 --> 00:25:24,360

And I cried dancing with the doll, but it made me feel a little safe.

342

00:25:24,360 --> 00:25:28,360

And I did have at least one memory of them present with me.

343

00:25:32,360 --> 00:25:37,360

Not long after Sharon's return, she came home from her friends to find her brother waiting.

344

00:25:38,360 --> 00:25:39,360

What are you doing outside?

345

00:25:40,360 --> 00:25:45,360

Dad's inside and he's got his belt off and he wants you to get inside.



346

00:25:46,360 --> 00:25:47,360

What did I do?

347

00:25:48,360 --> 00:25:49,360

You're late.

348

00:25:50,360 --> 00:25:51,360

I'm not late. I told my be home at this time.

349

00:25:51,360 --> 00:25:55,360

All I know is that he wants you to get inside.

350

00:26:07,360 --> 00:26:10,360

Hello Mrs. Zelinski. This is Sharon Stevens.

351

00:26:12,360 --> 00:26:15,360

The Zelinski's immediately sent a cab to pick her up.

352



00:26:16,360 --> 00:26:17,360

Sharon, are you okay?

353

00:26:17,360 --> 00:26:22,360

Sharon was comforted by the Zelinski's and in their company she finally felt she was safe.

354

00:26:29,360 --> 00:26:33,360

I said I didn't feel loved there and I want to come home and she said okay you're home now.

355

00:26:34,360 --> 00:26:39,360

And so we talked a couple of hours and I asked her not to tell my dad and she said she wouldn't and
I went to bed.

356

00:26:40,360 --> 00:26:46,360

And I went back in the same bedroom I slept in and it felt good. It did. It felt so good.

357

00:26:47,360 --> 00:26:51,360

It felt so safe again you know and I thought good I'm back home. I'm not ever leaving again.

358

00:26:56,360 --> 00:27:00,360



A few hours later Sharon awoke to hear her father's voice.

359

00:27:01,360 --> 00:27:05,360

My first thought was I was very upset with the Zelinski's for calling.

360

00:27:06,360 --> 00:27:11,360

I thought you know I felt betrayed and I thought why would they do this to me and I slept by a
window.

361

00:27:12,360 --> 00:27:14,360

And my second thought was to go out that window and run again.

362

00:27:15,360 --> 00:27:21,360

The Zelinski's assured Sharon that her father had promised not to hurt her. Reluctantly she left
her sanctuary.

363

00:27:22,360 --> 00:27:26,360

But when she arrived home she knew her worst fear was about to come true.

364

00:27:31,360 --> 00:27:34,360

My dad first just said go to bed. Get your pajamas on and go to bed.



365

00:27:35,360 --> 00:27:38,360

And I thought no it's not going to end here. I know my dad too well.

366

00:27:38,360 --> 00:27:44,360

So I went in my dresser drawer. I put on four or five pair of pedal pushers which they were called
back then.

367

00:27:45,360 --> 00:27:50,360

And a bunch of blouses and I put my pajamas over patting myself knowing something was going to
happen.

368

00:27:51,360 --> 00:27:57,360

And so I got into bed and I put the covers way up on me and sure enough about 10 minutes later my
dad came in with his belt off.

369

00:27:58,360 --> 00:28:01,360

And he just started swinging it and I mean I was flying all over that bed.

370

00:28:02,360 --> 00:28:04,360

When he left the room he said stay in bed.



371

00:28:04,360 --> 00:28:10,360

I was just shaking because it hurt so bad. Through all those clothes he had cut me. All of them.

372

00:28:11,360 --> 00:28:18,360

And he walked back in and I was sitting on the side of the bed and he screamed at me and said I
told you not to get up.

373

00:28:19,360 --> 00:28:22,360

And he had still had the belt in his hand and he slashed me right across the face.

374

00:28:23,360 --> 00:28:28,360

And I mean just zipped me just blood and with that belt buckle.

375

00:28:28,360 --> 00:28:34,360

And I thought my God what did I do wrong. You know I didn't do anything wrong.

376

00:28:35,360 --> 00:28:42,360

And then he left the room and a couple of days later school started and he was arrested for child
abuse.



377

00:28:43,360 --> 00:28:50,360

After school authorities contacted the police Sharon was placed in three more foster homes but not
the Zelinski's.

378

00:28:51,360 --> 00:28:52,360

Sharon still has no idea why.

379

00:28:53,360 --> 00:28:56,360

When she was 16 she gave birth to her first child.

380

00:28:57,360 --> 00:29:01,360

When she was 18 her second baby was killed by an abusive relative.

381

00:29:04,360 --> 00:29:09,360

But in 1974 Sharon's life began to change for the better when she met her husband Dean.

382

00:29:10,360 --> 00:29:13,360

Today she is living near her married daughter and has a six year old son.

383



00:29:14,360 --> 00:29:19,360

It's not easy to be a parent but it's easy when you have the right tools.

384

00:29:20,360 --> 00:29:24,360

I know I would have turned out different and a lot of it is because of Zelinski's.

385

00:29:25,360 --> 00:29:38,360

I know if it had been for them I probably would have been a child abuser, a drug addict, a
prostitute, a very active alcoholic.

386

00:29:38,360 --> 00:29:43,360

I feel I would have turned out very bad if it hadn't been for them.

387

00:29:48,360 --> 00:29:54,360

Sharon's search for the Zelinski's will continue until she finds the couple that literally saved
her life.

388

00:29:59,360 --> 00:30:06,360

I would like to be reunited with Zelinski's to tell them how much I appreciate what they've done
for me in the past.

389



00:30:06,360 --> 00:30:11,360

And it's a dream, a hope, a fantasy, whatever you want to call it.

390

00:30:11,360 --> 00:30:14,360

But I've got to find these people and I've got to say thank you.

391

00:30:18,360 --> 00:30:22,360

For 13 years Sharon tried to find the Zelinski's but was unable to locate them.

392

00:30:23,360 --> 00:30:26,360

And just minutes after her story aired Sharon's search came to an end.

393

00:30:27,360 --> 00:30:30,360

Bill and Cynthia Zelinski were watching our broadcast and called our telecenter.

394

00:30:30,360 --> 00:30:35,360

We immediately put Sharon in contact with Bill and Cynthia and they made arrangements for a
reunion.

395

00:30:37,360 --> 00:30:46,360



On November 25th Sharon arrived at the Zelinski home in Laguna Niguel, California and met Bill and
Cynthia for the first time in almost 30 years.

396

00:30:47,360 --> 00:30:50,360

Hi Sharon. Hi.

397

00:30:50,360 --> 00:30:53,360

Hi Sharon. Hi.

398

00:31:01,360 --> 00:31:05,360

Bill and Cynthia who are now retired were shocked when they saw Sharon's story.

399

00:31:10,360 --> 00:31:17,360

When you see your own life, part of your life history unfolding on national television, your mind
goes blank.

400

00:31:17,360 --> 00:31:26,360

You don't hear anything else that's going on but your mind goes back to 30 years ago and all the
memories that it brings back.

401

00:31:29,360 --> 00:31:36,360



I was very optimistic that someone out there, their friends, relatives, neighbors, someone if not
their self would see it.

402

00:31:37,360 --> 00:31:41,360

And I was very surprised that they themselves called in.

403

00:31:41,360 --> 00:31:46,360

And it's got goosebumps when I found out and I still get goosebumps.

404

00:31:49,360 --> 00:31:51,360

Okay everybody smile and give me a pretty pose.

405

00:31:52,360 --> 00:32:00,360

For Sharon the reunion with Zelinski was a long awaited chance to say thank you for the inspiration
and courage they gave her as a young girl.

406

00:32:01,360 --> 00:32:05,360

Making a difference in somebody's life is nice.

407

00:32:05,360 --> 00:32:10,360

It's the only way to describe it. You feel like there was a reason for what happened.



408

00:32:11,360 --> 00:32:15,360

At the time you don't know it but now you realize there was a reason for what happened.

409

00:32:18,360 --> 00:32:27,360

It's the only dream that I've ever had is to find Zelinski and it feels great and it's like a dream
come true.

410

00:32:28,360 --> 00:32:32,360

Next the story of a girl missing for almost two years.

411

00:32:33,360 --> 00:32:42,360

Eyewitnesses have seen her accompanied by a strange man who experts believe may have forced her
into prostitution.

412

00:32:42,360 --> 00:33:04,360

10 p.m. April 25th 1988. 21 year old Collie student Elizabeth Campbell got into an argument with
her boyfriend Ricky and angrily walked out of his home in Killeen, Texas near Austin.

413

00:33:13,360 --> 00:33:18,360

45 minutes later Elizabeth called Ricky from a payphone 11 miles away.



414

00:33:19,360 --> 00:33:21,360

Hi it's me Elizabeth. Where are you?

415

00:33:22,360 --> 00:33:24,360

I'm at a store in Copper's Cove. How'd you get there?

416

00:33:25,360 --> 00:33:28,360

I got a ride. I'm a little scared just come pick me up.

417

00:33:29,360 --> 00:33:34,360

Elizabeth called me from the convenience store and wanted me to come pick her up.

418

00:33:35,360 --> 00:33:39,360

We got in kind of a little disagreement there because I was asking her why she left my house
without telling me.

419

00:33:40,360 --> 00:33:46,360

That kind of frustrated me a little bit. I didn't understand really why she would do something like
this because it's not like her.



420

00:33:47,360 --> 00:33:50,360

Like never mind I'll call my parents don't worry about it.

421

00:33:50,360 --> 00:33:59,360

That night Elizabeth Campbell disappeared. Her friends and family have not seen or heard from her
since.

422

00:34:02,360 --> 00:34:09,360

The daughter of a marine engineer and his Korean wife Elizabeth lived at home but was looking
forward to attending Texas A&M in the fall.

423

00:34:10,360 --> 00:34:16,360

This was to be an important step for Elizabeth for she had let a quiet sheltered life and it always
stayed very close to her family.

424

00:34:16,360 --> 00:34:30,360

As soon as we knew she was missing we knew something that happened to her because there's too much
out of character for her to not tell her mother where she was when she wasn't at home.

425

00:34:31,360 --> 00:34:36,360

I need you to fill out a call card for me please if you could put your name, your phone number,
your address here for me.



426

00:34:37,360 --> 00:34:45,360

In a case such as Elizabeth Campbell's where we have a responsible young lady that for no apparent
reason has just disappeared.

427

00:34:46,360 --> 00:34:50,360

One of the theories is and it's very possible that Elizabeth is dead.

428

00:34:54,360 --> 00:34:57,360

Excuse me. Have either of you seen this girl around?

429

00:34:58,360 --> 00:35:02,360

Elizabeth's parents refused to believe that their daughter was dead.

430

00:35:03,360 --> 00:35:10,360

They launched their own investigation distributing thousands of flyers throughout central Texas.
The determined efforts soon paid off.

431

00:35:12,360 --> 00:35:23,360

Only six days after she was reported missing a girl matching Elizabeth's description was spotted by
a convenience store clerk near Waco, Texas about 85 miles from where she disappeared.



432

00:35:24,360 --> 00:35:39,360

This car drove up to the fuel tank and a man got out of the car and took a young woman by the arm
and brought her into the store with him holding on to a round.

433

00:35:40,360 --> 00:35:47,360

It wasn't as if it was a boyfriend-girlfriend type. His hand was above her wrist.

434

00:35:54,360 --> 00:36:05,360

I was there after the counter and pushed a $20 bill out with one hand off of a roll of money and I
said, if there's anything else I could get you.

435

00:36:06,360 --> 00:36:12,360

And he just shook his head. The girl looked up at me and I said, yes, could I help you?

436

00:36:13,360 --> 00:36:27,360

He said something to her in a language that I didn't understand and she dropped her head, looked
down as if she was being punished or something, you know, for trying to say something.

437

00:36:28,360 --> 00:36:32,360

She just put her face down and that was the end of that.



438

00:36:33,360 --> 00:36:43,360

Her mother came into the store a couple weeks later asking could she put up this poster in the
window about a missing girl.

439

00:36:44,360 --> 00:36:51,360

And it hit me just like that. I've seen that girl and she showed me another picture, a photograph.

440

00:36:52,360 --> 00:36:57,360

And I said that's the girl I saw with another man in the store a couple of weeks ago.

441

00:36:58,360 --> 00:37:01,360

Hi. You seen that girl?

442

00:37:02,360 --> 00:37:05,360

In Copper's Cove, Texas, two miles from her, her daughter disappeared.

443

00:37:06,360 --> 00:37:11,360

Elizabeth's mother discovered someone else who claimed to have seen Elizabeth just two weeks after
she vanished.



444

00:37:13,360 --> 00:37:20,360

When Mrs. Campbell came in, she came up to the counter with three pictures and asked me if I had
seen her daughter.

445

00:37:20,360 --> 00:37:33,360

And I had told her yes that I had about two weeks prior to that and she was with an Oriental man
and that they came in and got ice cream and the whole time he brought her in, he was holding her by
the wrist.

446

00:37:38,360 --> 00:37:45,360

Because the second sighting matched the first nearly every detail, the Campbell's were positive
that in both cases a young woman was Elizabeth.

447

00:37:46,360 --> 00:37:52,360

The first thing that caught my eye was he had a real mean, rough look to him.

448

00:37:54,360 --> 00:37:58,360

He gave the attitude that he didn't want her to talk just to stay silent.

449

00:37:59,360 --> 00:38:04,360

And that's a weird situation because if someone wants to talk, they usually talk, but she didn't.



450

00:38:08,360 --> 00:38:12,360

When I handed the strawberry cone to him, Elizabeth Campbell looked up at me.

451

00:38:12,360 --> 00:38:13,360

He looked very sad today.

452

00:38:14,360 --> 00:38:20,360

When I said you look very sad today, she immediately dropped her eyes back down and wouldn't look
back up at me.

453

00:38:21,360 --> 00:38:22,360

And vanilla for you?

454

00:38:23,360 --> 00:38:29,360

Elizabeth Campbell looked like she was being pulled around. She wasn't with him by choice.

455

00:38:31,360 --> 00:38:37,360

Despite these two sightings, local police are not convinced that the young woman seen with the
Asian man was Elizabeth.

456



00:38:38,360 --> 00:38:49,360

But two months later, on July 10th, another person claimed they saw Elizabeth, this time at a gas
station in Garland, Texas, 150 miles from where she had vanished.

457

00:38:50,360 --> 00:38:57,360

I just left my car going in to pay for the gas and I bumped into Elizabeth coming out of the store.

458

00:39:01,360 --> 00:39:02,360

Sorry, you okay?

459

00:39:02,360 --> 00:39:03,360

I'm sorry, excuse me.

460

00:39:04,360 --> 00:39:14,360

Elizabeth acted as if maybe she was frightened of someone or maybe she was being watched or that
she was speaking to someone that she shouldn't be.

461

00:39:15,360 --> 00:39:21,360

And I felt like she was really wanting to say more than, you know, excuse me.

462

00:39:24,360 --> 00:39:30,360



When I saw a photograph of Elizabeth, I automatically knew that that was the girl that I had bumped
into in Garland.

463

00:39:30,360 --> 00:39:36,360

Because she had a tooth that overlapped on the right hand side when she smiled at me.

464

00:39:36,360 --> 00:39:39,360

I was just positive that that was Elizabeth Campbell.

465

00:39:42,360 --> 00:39:49,360

Based on these three sightings, Elizabeth's parents believe that their daughter is alive and is
being held against her will.

466

00:39:50,360 --> 00:40:01,360

We believe that she's being controlled by someone that she's no longer able to think for herself or
try to come home or call.

467

00:40:01,360 --> 00:40:03,360

I've either seen this girl around...

468

00:40:03,360 --> 00:40:09,360



The Campbell's fear that Elizabeth may have been abducting and is being forced to walk the streets
as a prostitute.

469

00:40:10,360 --> 00:40:21,360

Usually when someone abducts another person for purposes of prostitution, they have a whole process
of where they strip away their identity and supply them with a new one.

470

00:40:21,360 --> 00:40:24,360

Oftentimes it involves being repetitively raped.

471

00:40:24,360 --> 00:40:28,360

They may be beaten with whips, they may be tied up, they may be chained.

472

00:40:29,360 --> 00:40:33,360

They're deprived of food, they're deprived of light, they're deprived of water.

473

00:40:33,360 --> 00:40:39,360

They're deprived of water, of whatever it takes in order to strip away their identity and to force
them to assume another one.

474

00:40:43,360 --> 00:40:53,360



Dr. Lois Lee is a sociologist and founder of Children of the Night, an organization that rescues
young people from prostitution by providing counseling and helping them find shelter.

475

00:40:53,360 --> 00:40:59,360

Over the past ten years she has worked with thousands of young boys and girls who have been forced
into prostitution.

476

00:41:00,360 --> 00:41:13,360

My guess in a situation as Elizabeth is that she's locked up against her will and that the people
are brought into sexual abuse her or to take nude pictures of her or to even film her in acts of
pornography.

477

00:41:13,360 --> 00:41:21,360

It does not, from the things I've learned about this case, it does not seem to me that he would
actually put her on the streets and let her work alone.

478

00:41:22,360 --> 00:41:30,360

But if the woman cited in Godin was Elizabeth, she was alone, why didn't she try to escape or even
ask for help?

479

00:41:33,360 --> 00:41:40,360

The pimp creates an invisible leash by presenting himself as if he's omnipotent, as if everybody
works for him.



480

00:41:40,360 --> 00:41:47,360

So no matter where you go, no matter what you're doing, I've got someone who works for me or a
friend of mine watching you.

481

00:41:48,360 --> 00:41:57,360

So I don't think that she's going to really try and escape because she knows what the consequences
are if she does try to escape and doesn't get away.

482

00:41:58,360 --> 00:42:02,360

That's why she would never make eye contact with anyone. She's not allowed to make eye contact with
anyone.

483

00:42:02,360 --> 00:42:10,360

And if she does, and she looks like she's asking for help, then she goes back to the closet until
she's learned.

484

00:42:10,360 --> 00:42:23,360

Excuse me. I've either be seen this girl around, or she's my daughter and she's missing.

485

00:42:23,360 --> 00:42:29,360

Although a year and a half has passed since Elizabeth disappears, her parents refuse to give up
hope.



486

00:42:29,360 --> 00:42:39,360

Well, there's no way we can give up until we find out where she is, what's happened to her.

487

00:42:39,360 --> 00:42:46,360

If she's our daughter, not what somebody's tried to make her, she'll always be our little girl.

488

00:42:49,360 --> 00:42:56,360

Experts believe that with the love and support of her friends and family, Elizabeth will be able to
regain her pride in her lost sense of identity.

489

00:42:56,360 --> 00:43:02,360

There is currently a reward for any information that leads to Elizabeth returning home.

490

00:43:03,360 --> 00:43:11,360

Today, Elizabeth Campbell would be 22 years old. She's 5'2'' tall, weighs about 97 pounds and has
long brown hair.

491

00:43:11,360 --> 00:43:15,360

Her eyes are brown, and she occasionally wears glasses.



492

00:43:16,360 --> 00:43:23,360

Based on the two eyewitness descriptions of the man seen with a young woman, he appears to be about
5'7'' in height.

493

00:43:23,360 --> 00:43:30,360

Age 25 to 30, weight 160 pounds. He has acne scars on his face and seems to have plucked his
eyebrows.

494

00:43:30,360 --> 00:43:35,360

In both sightings, he was wearing a silver martial arts medallion on a gold chain.

495

00:43:35,360 --> 00:43:55,360

Next week on Unsolved Mysteries, Ralph Sigler was a career army officer with a wife, a loving
daughter and a secret life.

496

00:43:56,360 --> 00:44:01,360

For over 10 years, Sigler was a double agent feeding the Soviet KGB false information.

497

00:44:01,360 --> 00:44:13,360

But in 1976, Sigler was found dead in the Maryland hotel room. The U.S. government called his death
a suicide, but Ralph's family believes it was murder, and they want to know who was responsible.



498

00:44:14,360 --> 00:44:18,360

Join me for another edition of Unsolved Mysteries.

499

00:44:25,360 --> 00:44:30,360

Unolved Mysteries

500

00:44:55,360 --> 00:44:59,360

Unolved Mysteries


